f 









ABUG #46 


APRIL 1987 


CONTENTS 


Diary i 
Annual General Meeting i 
Acorn in the Black i 
Acorn’s Latest Micro 2 
Micro Live 2 
What’s in the Mags? 3 
Cover Credits 3 
For Sale & Help 4 

























ABUG newsletter #46 


APRIL 1987 


DIARY 

The next few meetings will be held on: 

6 May , 

20 May Annual General Meeting 

3 June 
17 June 

F’l ease note the THREE WEEK gap before our next meeting. Our new 
venue et the Sheffield Trades and Labour Club, Duke Street, seems 
to b'' conveniently placed, and has provided us with a reasonable 
size room at a reasonable price. The bar upstairs has fairly 
cheap ale, and they’ve even got draught Guinness! For those who 
haven't yet found us, it is Just down the road from the Park 
Baths. on the opposite side. The room itself is down the stairs 
at the end of the right hand corridor. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


Annua! General Meeting time is almost here again, and with it 
your chance to play a more active part in your club. The present 
rommii:lee have been in office for two years now, and we feel that 
it’s time that we had some fresh blood. It really takes very 
little extra time, and it’s your chance to put some of your own 
ideas on how to run the club into practice. 


The available Jobs are (with 
Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Librarian 

Newsletter Editors 
Events Organiser 


present holders in brackets): 
(Frank Webster) 

(Mike Cattell) 

(Mike Beetham) 

(Mike Robinson) 

(Dave Brown & Pete Frith) 
(No one!) 


We arc all very willing to give someone else a chance, so let’s 
have some nominations! 


ACORN IN THE BLACK 

Acorn had a £1.4 million operating profit for 1986, compared with 
a £2.9 million loss for July - December 1985, and a £22.5 million 
loss for the previous year. After making a £200,000 loss for the 
first .six months, sales increased by 38% during the second half, 
with i. total turnover for the year of £47 million. The managing 
director, Brian Long, is reported to have said that Acorn are 
going to launch their RISC machine later this year (see below), 
and tlat it ’will achieve volume sales during 1987’. 

Acorn apparently now has half the market for educational 
computers in the UK, and it is Europe’s leading supplier. it 
reportedly spent £5 million on r & d last year. 

Information from The Guardian & Computing 
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ACORN’S LATEST MICRO 

ast Mico Live programme included a demonstration of a 
K Acorn’s new micro. Acorn have, for some time now, 
system called ARM (Acorn RISC Machine), which 
is a evaluation system, at around £4.500. 

ier machines different performance league to 

!rnL faSJer ^han than the Model B. 

IBM PC When RA«?Tr ^®ter and around 35 times faster than 

pplications Which hJd''^o\f S^iSen'^ * 

For speed. written in machine code in the 


"if Jusf^nr^fTsefof'r" designing a Rise processor. That 
corn) lete computer. It is 

a siiitming machine. ^ really make ARM 


Tf l:s'f inf dlL" management chip, which 

and ii) a graphics Lfsouifehif"^^ “' 
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Howe 

The 

pror 

the 

Acot 

They 

thei 

RISC 

cost 

thai 

comr 

time 

comi 


ver, it is not just a micro which can run BASIC very fast 
philosophy of RISC means that, as well as usif the rSc 
essor to emulate an 8 bit 6502. using differed sfLfS 
.same computer could be turned into a MS DOS or UNIX machTne.’ 

f iffto turn their development system into a product 
will have to choose a price and the right packaglna for 
I RISC design, and they’ll need to deliver software to make 
run off-the-shelf business and scientific packafs 
Of production of a RISC processor can be afuff fifth ol 
for a traditional processor; if Acorn could produce a RlSJ 
liter for the cost of a Master system, say £900, giving twenty 

-i the speed for no extra cost. they would have a vfv 
ctitive machine. very 


Dave Brown (based on Micro Live notes) 


MICRO LIVE 

The last Micro Live may well have literally been the last M‘ 

Live , as the BBC have not yet decided whether the programme ill? 

reti r II in the Autumn.^ If you enjoy Micro Live, and think 't 

shuiJd continue. why: not tell the BBC. The address to write t 

is: T he Controller. Bbc 2 , Television Centre. Wood Lanp i 

W1-J -7VJ 1 . va cane. London 
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WHAT’S IN THE MAGS? 


A & B COMPUTING, May 1987, Vol 4, #5, lOOpp, £1.50 
Foatvil c s & Programs; 

>f'K’ hints & tips / Databases for education / Word processing 
( I the Electron / LOGO graphics routines / Control loops in 
I fiscal / AMX MAX / Watford's Apollo Modem / Hardware repairs 

R(!viov5i; 

Icebugsoft’s Command rom / PMS* DIALUP / WAF (Lotus 1-2-3 
i Icne) for the 512 co-processor / Games reviews, Inc 
1iIetrack by Orlando, & Psycastria maps / DotPrint Plus / 
I Multi-Fonts NTQ / Book reviews: 'Beginning Micro PROLOG' 
t 'Official Guide to Oxford Pascal' / 512 (MS DOS) 
fcftware, inc Volkswriter 3., Supercalc 3, VP-Planner & 
Iogistix 2 / Modem Master 


THE M 'RO USER, May 1987. Vol 5, #3, 172pp, £1.25 

Featui e s & Programs; 

I rackets & syntax in BASIC / Live reporting on Ceefax / 
(eefax free software / Guide to May Ceefax programs / 
Interactive Ceefax programs / How teletext is transmitted / 
fr.rite handling / Loops in pseudocode / Micros in rural 
fthools / Co-ordinates and random selection / Building a 
\ irlGO digitiser / Logic / Duck grid game / Upgrade for 
firyker’s Run / Program library / File management program / 
Iclesoftware / Ludo game 

Revi Gv s: 

/torn ATS Telext rom / Squirrel’s TV Director / Clwyd’s 
r ensure and Tell / Games 


ACORN rSER, May 1987, #58, 190pp, £1.30 

Featiii r s & Programs: 

(faverting BASIC into assembler / Super Art accelerator / 
Iractals" / Robots / Compatibility of hardware add-ons / 
; peface design / Index of educational software / Data 
Tansfer between Compacts & Masters / Data Protection Act 


Reviev ■ 

(fines, inc Repton 2 map / Books / Lego control modules / 
I 3 story programs 


Dave Brown 

COVER 

Ihis I I’nth's cover 
draw cover or 

contai Dave Brown 


was designed by Ian Brown. If you want to 
write an article for the Newsletter, please 
or Pete Frith. 
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FOR SALE 

aMX max icon-based ’desktop’ rom. only £15. Telephone Aric . ew on 
Sheffield 307265 after 6 pm. 


m SALE 



Osi liicroline 38 dot natrii pinter. 
ag/30/l32 colawn printer uith block 
teletext t'ipe graptiios. 7) 

Centronics standard intertaDe. 

Friction or lorn feed. 


Xi J 


IRB 88 Line printer till (&HP188) 

88 Golumin dot loatriK printer. 

&ot address^le graptiios _J:® 

180 ^ 
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lyULeasalink 48 track dual drive. 

Ho data or pcoer leads. 

Hill separate. 

£40 eacn or £78 for both 

Torch tCPM> 288 Second Prccessor. 

64k raUfPeHeet Mriter/Speller/filer/i^Ic integrated scft arei BSC 
(Z883 Basic 8: Manuals, 

£180 or Kill consider esciiange for Music 5888 or Teletext fida.ter 
Contact Pete on 0742-459165 (Bfter 6pa> 


HELP 


Does any member have a Philips CM8533 RGB Monitor? I suspect :. ine is 
not quite as it should be and would like to see if another Monitor 
has the same characteristics. For one thing, the yellov; on mine is 
decidedly orange, and certain combinations of colours with vertical 
lines over colour backgrounds produces some s;trange effects. Can any 
member help or know of a service engineer who might be able tc sort^ 
out the problems, without depriving me of my monitor for more than a 
few days! 

Mike Robinson (The Librarian) Phone; 342870 
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